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Media Release
27 September 2011
NEC’s Colton Coal Project EMP open to the public 

Northern Energy Corporation Limited (NEC) has made the revised Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for its proposed Colton Coal Mine available for public review after lodging it with the Department of Environment Resources Management (DERM) last Wednesday. 
The EMP describes the way in which NEC proposes to manage environmental aspects of the mine site, north of Maryborough. 
The initial EMP was submitted in August 2010 but as part of the assessment process, DERM requested that NEC provide more detailed studies on a number of aspects of the project, including water management plans.  
NEC acting chief executive officer Shane Stephan said the company was making the EMP 2011 version fully available to the public at the time of lodgement with DERM. 
“DERM will review the updated EMP which includes expanded details about how NEC proposes to manage environmental impacts of the mining operation. The plan includes a set of environmental management conditions for DERM’s consideration,” he said.  
“Subject to DERM’s review, these will form the basis of the Environmental Authority for the project once it’s approved. 

DERM’s review of the EMP is the first part of the approvals process for the project. 
Mr Stephan said DERM could either reject the project or issue a draft Environmental Authority. 
“The second part of the approvals process makes the mining lease application, together with the draft Environmental Authority, available for public comment and objection through a formal process managed by the Mining Registrar. 
“At the end of this process the Minister may grant the mining leases or not. If granted, site work can start very soon after,” he added.  
NEC proposes to produce approximately five million tonnes of coking coal for export over a 8-10 year period from the project site.
The project is planned to provide up to 100 full-time jobs and will inject around $20 million per year into the local economy through wages and the purchase of local supplies.  

The EMP can be viewed by visiting the project website at www.northernenergy.com.au/projects/maryborough/environment.html
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